
Itõs Mint Cookie 
Blitz Time !  

Back To Basics !  
Greetings Fellow Guiders! 

We hope that you have enjoyed 
the first issue of Gofer Tales 
and we are excited to bring you 
the October issue! 

As we gear up to celebrate our 
100th Anniversary in Guiding, 
this issue takes us Back to 
Basics, to look at how Guiding 
got its start and how it became 
the amazing, strong and great 
organization for Girls and 
Women that it is today. 

We hope that you will find the 
information and ideas inside 
useful to help you share some 
of the history with your girls.   

If you have any suggestions, 
ideas or information for future 
articles of Gofer Tales, we want 
to hear from you and 
encourage you to send these to 
us at gofertales@shaw.ca.   

Yours in Guiding, 

Jo-Layne Bromberger 
& Anastasia Keller 
Co-Publications Advisers 

GOFER TALES 

VOLUME 16,  ISSUE 2  
OCTOBER 2009  

 

Dear Gertie Guider:  

Ever have a question about Guiding 
and youôre not sure who or how to 
ask? Well don't you fear, Gertie 
Guider is here! Send in your 
quest ion,  you  wi l l  rema in 
anonymous, and Gertie Guider will 
be pleased to tackle your question 
and answer it.  Even better, 
questions and responses will be 
published in Gofer Tales as there is 
a great chance that someone else 
was wondering the same thing and 
was too afraid to ask!  Remember 
that no question is a silly question. 
Gertie will do her best to thoroughly 
research and give an honest, well 
thought out answer! See page 16 
inside for more Gertie Guider ! 

Girl Guide Cookie  

Fast Facts  

¶ Girl Guide Cookie boxes 

are environmentally 

friendly, they are printed 

on 100 per cent recycled 

material while the box's 

coating is water-based 

(which is more eco-

friendly than previous 

coatings). 

¶ There are no nuts or nut 

products in Girl Guide 

cookies. The nut-free 

statement is located 

beside the ingredient list 

on all cookie boxes. To 

avoid the risk of cross-

contaminat ion,  our 

cookies are produced in 

a nut-free/peanut-free 

bakery to ensure that 

everyone can enjoy 

them! 
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Area Commissioner Beverly Simpson Headon* 
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  Goldie Kane* 
  Kirstin MacLaren* 
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Northeast Meleena Fulton 
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Papaschase Vickie McPhail* 
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Area Advisers and Sub -Committees  
Camping Kim  LaFleur 
Facilities Judy Cook* 
International Claudette Vague 
Membership Mae Hadley 
 Link Lindsay Goodberry 
 1st Edmonton Trefoil Guild Joan Hawkins 
 2nd Edmonton Trefoil Guild Steffie Fossbakken 
 3rd Edmonton Trefoil Guild Margaret Campbell 
 4th Edmonton Trefoil Guild Kim LaFleur 
 5th Edmonton Trefoil Guild Maureen Devich 
 50th Edmonton Trefoil Guild Beverly Simpson Headon 
PR/Promotions Ida-Marie Moltzan & 
  Laura Shewchuk 
Gofer Guiding Annie Desautels 
Publications Jo-Layne Bromberger & 
  Anastasia Keller 
Web Manager Edna Dach 
Program Tiger Rousseau 
 Special Needs Jessica Glombick 
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Area Chairwomen  
Archives Carmel Fenniak 
Awards Jan Kolotyluk  
Events Annie Desautels 
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Administrative Manager Gerry Hippard* 
 
 
 
*Denotes Executive Committee Members 

Gofer Tales is published eight times annually by: 

Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada 

Edmonton Area 

11404 142 Street NW 

Edmonton AB T5M 1V1 

Office: 451-2263 Fax: 453-1155 

Submission deadline is the 17th of each month. 

 

Articles may be submitted to the Publications 

Area Advisers at gofertales@shaw.ca.  If snail 

mail is preferred, please send to the attention of 

the Area Publications Advisers to the Guide 

Centre at the address above.    

 

The Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada 

own most articles and artwork in this newsletter. 

Members of the Girl Guides of Canada may 

reproduce articles and accompanying artwork, 

illustration and photography, for use at the unit 

level and for training purposes in Guiding. 

However, if a copyright statement accompanying 

an article, photograph, illustration or piece of 

artwork indicates that the item may not be 

reproduced, members may not copy the item in 

any form without first seeking permission through 

the area publications adviser. 

  

Reproduction of any part of this newsletter, when 

the reproduction is intended for resale is not 

allowed without first obtaining permission from 

the area publications adviser. Before reproducing 

any item, check for copyright status. Check also 

to be sure everything in the article is up to date 

and still appropriate. The editing staff reserves 

the right to edit any material submitted for 

publication. All material will carry credit lines for 

contributors. 

 

You can read Gofer Tales on the website, or 

receive a hard copy at your request. Additional 

subscriptions are $8.00 per year. 
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Did you know é? 
Girl Guides have been selling cookies since 1927.  

Our cookies are part of the fuel that make us go! 
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Dish from the Commish  
From the desk of Beverly Simpson Headon 

 

Robert Baden Powell founder of Scouting, organized the first rally for all Scouts  at the Crystal 
Palace  in London on Saturday, September 4, 1909, precursor to the later World Scout 
Jamborees. The gathering attracted 11,000 boys, and a number of girls dressed in uniform and 
calling themselves "Girl Scouts". This was the first time Baden-Powell noticed how many girls 
were interested in Scouting, leading to the formal founding in 1910 of Girl Guides under his 
sister, Agnes Baden-Powell. Girls had wanted to become part of the movement almost as soon 
as it began. A contingent of girls from Pinkneys Green, Berkshire spoke to Baden-Powell at the 
Rally and asked him to let girls be Scouts. Baden-Powell decided to create a similar program for 
them. In those days, for girls to camp and hike was not common, as this extract from the Scout 
newspaper shows: "If a girl is not allowed to run, or even hurry, to swim, ride a bike, or raise her 
arms above her head, how can she become a Scout?" Baden-Powell and his sister Agnes 
Baden-Powell introduced the Girl Guides, sometimes named Girl Scouts, a parallel movement 
for girls, in 1910. Agnes Baden-Powell became the first president of the Girl Guides when it was 
formed in 1910, at the request of the girls who attended the Crystal Palace Rally.

 

 

This Gofer Tales issue deals with back to basics and this is really back 
to basics.  Earlier this month, I took time to think about what had 
happened 100 years ago and wondered what if?  What if those girls 
had not

 
gone that day to the rally?  What if Robert Baden Powell had 

not listened to them?  What if é. ?  I for one am very grateful to these 
young girls who took the initiative to step forward and speak up.   This 
is what we try to teach our girls today.  Step up, make a difference, 
and be in control of your life.   As we are fast approaching our 
centenary we should all be very proud of our involvement in this 
organization.  Girl Guides has an excellent reputation and is well 
known for more then cookies.  We as leaders encourage the girls to 
step outside their comfort zone and try new things.  Girls learn skills 
that will take them through life,  make friends and share in that special bond we all have.  What 
can be better then that?   
 

I hope that this Guiding year will give you the opportunity to reflect on our rich history of Guiding 
and share it with the girls.  Letôs make sure they know how special our organization is.  Plan now 
to attend the 2010 rally on May 15

th
 in Edmonton.  This is an occasion that will never be 

repeated.  You donôt turn 100 years again!  To be part of a once in a lifetime event is something 
that you shouldnôt miss.  I have heard details of what is happening and I am excited to be part of 
Guiding more than ever in this year.  We will celebrate our past and look forward to our amazing 
future.  Letôs get out and be public with our membership.  Let people know we are Girl Guides 
and are proud of it.  Wear your uniform/guiding gear and your smile!  We are having the time of 
our life and next year, weôre going to party!! 

Beverly Simpson Headon 
Edmonton Area Commissioner 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scouting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Scout_Association
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crystal_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crystal_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Scout_Jamboree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Scout_Jamboree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girl_Scouts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girl_Guide_and_Girl_Scout
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnes_Baden-Powell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinkneys_Green
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berkshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnes_Baden-Powell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnes_Baden-Powell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girl_Guide_and_Girl_Scout
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Commish's Holiday Spirit Challenge  
  

Service is an important part of our Guiding Program and with that in mind; your Edmonton Area 
Commissioner Team has a challenge for every unit, Trefoil Guild, Committee and Council.  This 
holiday season let's step up our efforts to help others in our community.  We can make a 
difference for someone this holiday season.    
  

What to do:      

Come up with a service project that you will perform before Christmas.  Suggestions include 
making cards for seniors, carolling at lodges, making up gift packages for shelters, donating hats 
for homeless and the list goes on.  When you have your project confirmed, complete the form 
below and submit to the Edmonton area commissioner via email at night_owl@shaw.ca.  Please 
put in your subject line - HOLIDAY SPIRIT CHALLENGE.  All forms should be submitted by 
November 30

th
. 

  

Then what happens:       

At the area council meeting/Christmas Social on December 2 all submissions will be placed in 
draw bins.  There will be two draws.  One lucky unit will receive a pizza party from the area 
commissioner team to be held in January.  One lucky Trefoil Guild, Council or Committee will 
receive a dessert and coffee treat at their meeting in January.  The best part of what happens is 
that this holiday season, Edmonton Area will step forward and make a difference.  At a time of 
year when everything is so busy, to take some time to help others who are less fortunate is a 
very worthwhile endeavour. 
 

All entries submitted will be compiled into a special Gofer Tales insert for the February 
edition.  Photos are welcome and can be submitted to Gofer Tales directly at 
gofertales@shaw.ca.  So take the challenge, plan and execute a project and you may be on the 
receiving end of a special treat.  Any questions, please contact Beverly. 

 

UNIT/COUNCIL/COMMITTEE/TREFOIL GUILD: __________________________________________________________ 

  

CONTACT PERSON: _____________________________________ EMAIL: ___________________________________  

 
PHONE:  ______________________________________________ 

  

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:   _______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Thanks for participating; we hope you have fun with this.  Get creative and come up with something unique or find 
something that is close to your heart.  Doesn't matter what you do as long as you do it!  We look forward to congratulating 
the winners in January.  

Your Area commissioner Team 

Beverly, Goldie, Glenda and Kirstin 

mailto:night_owl@shaw.ca
mailto:gofertales@shaw.ca



