
Welcome Aboard !  

The theme of the September 2009 
edition of Gofer Tales is 
ñWelcome Aboardò.  A very fitting 
theme as we wish a warm 
welcome aboard to our new 
Edmonton Area Commissioner, 
Beverly Simpson Headon and to 
the many new other faces in 
Edmonton Area!   

As the new Publications Advisers 
for Edmonton Area, we look 
forward to the opportunity to keep 
you current on activit ies, 
information and news related to 
Guiding.   

We welcome any suggestions, 
information and ideas for future 
issues of Gofer Tales and 
welcome you to e-mail us at 
gofertales@shaw.ca.   

We look forward to a great year in 
Guiding as we gear up to 
celebrate 100 years of Guiding in 
2010.  Check out the website, 
www.2010.gir lguides.ca for 

information on celebrating 100 
years of girl greatness in 
Canada! 

All the best to you as you set 
sail for another adventurous 
year in Guiding! 

 

Yours in Guiding, 

Jo-Layne Bromberger 
& Anastasia Keller 
Co-Publications Advisers 
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National 
Registration Week  

September  
12-20  

 

National Registration Week 

is an opportunity to 

celebrate Guiding from 

coast to coast and to share 

all that Guiding has to offer 

with others.  It is also a 

time to grow membership 

by registering girls and 

women for another year in 

Guiding! 

Gofer Tales has gone Green!  

We love our environment and so weôve reduced our impact by continuing to make Gofer Tales available on 

line. If you would still like to receive a paper copy, please fill out the form below and return it to the Edmonton 

Guide Centre (just remember to recycle the newsletters when youôre done reading them!) 

Iôd like to continue to receive Gopher Tales in hard copy. Thanks! 

 

Name:________________________________________________          IMIS#___________________ 

 

District:_______________________________________________          IMIS#___________________ 
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Edmonton Area Council  
Area Commissioner Beverly Simpson Headon* 
Deputy Area Commissioners  Glenda Metro* 
  Goldie Kane* 
  Kirstin MacLaren* 
Area Secretary  Thea Hawryluk* 
Area Treasurer  Vacant* 

 

Division Commissioners  
Arrowhead May Korobko 
Betty Gemmell Vacant 
Betty Martin Janet Melnyk 
Helen Burns Beverly Wilson 
Highwood Vacant 
Maywood Karen Crews 
Northeast Meleena Fulton 
Northwest Acting - Kirstin MacLaren* 
Papaschase Vickie McPhail* 
Silver Birch Eileen Stannard* 

 

Area Advisers and Sub -Committees  
Camping Kim  LaFleur* 
Facilities Judy Cook 
International Claudette Vague 
Membership Mae Hadley 
 Link Lindsay Goodberry 
 1st Edmonton Trefoil Guild Joan Hawkins 
 2nd Edmonton Trefoil Guild Steffie Fossbakken 
 3rd Edmonton Trefoil Guild Margaret Campbell 
 4th Edmonton Trefoil Guild Kim LaFleur 
 5th Edmonton Trefoil Guild Maureen Devich 
 50th Edmonton Trefoil Guild Beverly Simpson Headon 
PR/Promotions Ida-Marie Moltzan & 
  Laura Shewchuk 
Gofer Guiding Annie Desautels 
Publications Jo-Layne Bromberger & 
  Anastasia Keller 
Web Manager Edna Dach 
Program Tiger Rousseau 
 Special Needs Jessica Glombick 
Training Tanya Watts 
 

Area Chairwomen  
Archives Carmel Fenniak 
Awards Jan Kolotyluk  
Events Annie Desautels 
Nominations/Search Vacant 
Administrative Manager Gerry Hippard* 
 
 
 
*Denotes Executive Committee Members 

Gofer Tales is published eight times annually by: 

Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada 

Edmonton Area 

11404 142 Street NW 

Edmonton AB T5M 1V1 

Office: 451-2263 Fax: 453-1155 

Submission deadline is the 17th of each month. 

 

Articles may be submitted to the Publications 

Area Advisers at gofertales@shaw.ca.  If snail 

mail is preferred, please send to the attention of 

the Area Publications Advisers to the Guide 

Centre at the address above.    

 

The Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada 

own most articles and artwork in this newsletter. 

Members of the Girl Guides of Canada may 

reproduce articles and accompanying artwork, 

illustration and photography, for use at the unit 

level and for training purposes in Guiding. 

However, if a copyright statement accompanying 

an article, photograph, illustration or piece of 

artwork indicates that the item may not be 

reproduced, members may not copy the item in 

any form without first seeking permission through 

the area publications adviser. 

  

Reproduction of any part of this newsletter, when 

the reproduction is intended for resale is not 

allowed without first obtaining permission from 

the area publications adviser. Before reproducing 

any item, check for copyright status. Check also 

to be sure everything in the article is up to date 

and still appropriate. The editing staff reserves 

the right to edit any material submitted for 

publication. All material will carry credit lines for 

contributors. 

 

You can read Gofer Tales on the website, or 

receive a hard copy at your request. Additional 

subscriptions are $8.00 per year. 
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Did you know é? 
That you are part of an organization with 10 million 

members around the world, in 145 countries ! 
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Dish from the Commish  
From the desk of Beverly Simpson Headon, Edmonton Area Commissioner 

 

Welcome everyone!   

 
 

As we start this guiding year, many changes are happening in Edmonton Area.   The biggest one 
is likely the change in Area Commissioners.  Marion Rex has served Edmonton Area very well 
and I am grateful to her for all she has done to keep Guiding thriving and growing.  Marion is 
moving on to Provincial Membership Adviser where I know she will continue to spread the 
message of Guiding.  I am thrilled to be in my new position as Edmonton Area Commissioner 
and look forward to meeting and getting to know you.  For me, becoming Edmonton Area 
Commissioner was a dream I had, but wasn't certain I would ever achieve.  Goes to show that in 
guiding, all things are possible!    

 

For those of you who may not know me, I have been in Guiding both as a girl and adult for 24 
years.  I was recruited as a leader when my daughter started in Brownies with the same story 
many of you have heard, which is "we really need a leader or the unit won't run."  So after being 
assured that it was just an hour and a half a week, I seized the opportunity and before I knew it, I 
was district secretary because they needed one.  I have held a variety of positions which include 
Camping Adviser and have been a leader in all levels of Guiding.  I am currently a Ranger leader 
(for the past 10 years) which I enjoy tremendously.  For the past five years I was Maywood 
Division's Commissioner and was fortunate to have served on Executive Council for four years.   

 

Being a member of Guiding has given me many opportunities the biggest one is travel, I have 
taken both girl trips and leader only trips to all four centres at least once, taken girls to Ottawa to 
celebrate Canada Day 1999 and was part of the Alberta Bound team where I met so many new 
friends from around the world. Guiding has also allowed to me step outside my comfort zone in a 
safe environment.  With the support of Guiding I have tested the waters with new skills, 
conquered fears doing things I would never have dreamed of and added all kinds of unique 
experiences to my life.  

 

I would like to welcome aboard and introduce new additions to the Edmonton Area Council, 
Advisers and Committees.  First my three Deputy Edmonton Area Commissioners - Glenda 
Metro, Goldie Kane and Kirstin Maclaren, Edmonton Area Secretary - Thea Hawryluk, 
Membership Advisor - Mae Hadley, Awards Committee Chair - Jan Kolotyluk and Awards 
Committee members Goldie Kane and Pat Yim, Area Dinner Coordinator - Lori Chmelyk, and 
Publications Advisers - Jo-Layne Bromberger and Anastasia Keller.  Please also join me in 
welcoming Darlene Ackroyd, the Edmonton Guide Centreôs new Resource Coordinator who will 
be that pleasant voice on the other end of the phone when you call in.  And of course joining 
Edmonton Area to help us increase our membership are our neighbours to the south and east, 
Arrowhead Division and neighbours to the north, Northern Lights District.   Welcome everyone!! 
 

 



The coming year will be exciting as we prepare for the 2010 celebrations of Guiding.  Watch for 
updates as we get closer to the 100th anniversary.  Many members around the world are 
celebrating centenaries this coming year and I am sure it will be great fun.  Edmonton Area 
Council is filled with many enthusiastic guiders with great ideas and I am looking forward to 
working with them to keep guiding in Edmonton Area brimming with fun, friendship and 
adventure.   

 

Registration  is fast upon us and I hope as you are recruiting leaders and girls to join us, you 
will think of this: if the person who asked me to join Girl Guides didn't ask, what would my life 
have been like?   I know mine would have been far different and probably and a lot less 
exciting.  The opportunity to share my love of Guiding and all it has done for me with others is 
priceless! 
 

Beverly Simpson Headon 
Edmonton Area Commissioner 
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Dish from the Commish  
 

 

 

Your Edmonton Area Guide Centre  
 

Meet the team at the Edmonton Area Guide Centre who are happy to help you in any 

way they can! 

Darlene Ackroyd, Resources Coordinator  

bookings@guidesedmonton.ab.ca 
 

Grace Nordin, Accounting Clerk  

accounts@guidesedmonton.ab.ca  
 

Gerry Hippard, Administrative Manager  

and IMIS Clerk  

imis@guidesedmonton.ab.ca or adminmanager@guidesedmonton.ab.ca  

 

The Edmonton Area Administration Office is open 9 to 5, Monday through Friday, closed 
on weekends and statutory holidays.  Get your Edmonton Area items for sale through 
the Resources Coordinator! 

 

mailto:bookings@guidesedmonton.ab.ca
mailto:accounts@guidesedmonton.ab.ca
mailto:imis@guidesedmdonton.ab.ca
mailto:adminmanager@guidesedmonton.ab.ca
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Facilities  
From the desk of Judy Cook, Facilities Adviser 

 

Welcome back to another Guiding year. As youôre planning your yearôs events, please consider 
taking your unit out to either of our two Guide camp sites, Tangletrees at Pigeon Lake, or Sandy 
Lake Beach ï just west of Morinville. Both facilities have been designed with Guiding units in 
mind, and we have been working hard to upgrade and maintain both sites. 
 

TANGLETREES 

Tangletrees Lodge - Our lodge has two identical sides ï Poplar and Spruce ï each of which 
has beds for 30 people, indoor washrooms and fully equipped kitchens. You can rent both sides 
or just one. Tangletrees has had all the toilets replaced recently, and in the past year, the Lodge 
has had new bunk beds, a new water pump and new carpet. 
 

Redwood Lodge ï is much older, but still functional. There is a main gathering room, a kitchen, 
two leaderôs rooms sleeping eight, and the bunkhouse with beds for 20. Flush toilets, showers 
and sinks are available in the heated washhouse. 
 

Aspen House ï is great for a small unit. There are two bedrooms, one with beds for 6 and one 
with beds for three (including a cot). Washroom facilities are available in the washhouse. Aspen 
House has running hot and cold water only in the summer. During the winter, youôll have to haul 
water from the washhouse. 
 

SANDY LAKE BEACH  

The road into Sandy Lake has had new gravel added, so it should be easier to get in. Sandy 
Lake has: 
 

Trefoil House ï the main building at Sandy Lake, Trefoil House has a total sleeping capacity of 
38, a fully equipped kitchen and a large main meeting room. We use outside pit toilets, or ñlatsò 
at SLB, and there are no showers available. There are inside sinks, though. 
 

Hillside House ï is where you could take a small unit to Sandy Lake. There are four bedrooms 
with bunks, a small ñlivingò room and a kitchen. We use outside lats, and Hillside House has 
running water in the kitchen only in the summer months. During the winter, youôll have to haul 
water up the hill from Trefoil House. 
 

In addition, both campsites have four group tenting sites, each with a camp kitchen with 
woodstove and electricity. There is still time to get a tenting camp in this fall ï a great way to 
start an active year with your unit! 
 

Reminder ï someone in your group must have attended an orientation within at least the past 
three years in order to book an Edmonton Area campsite. Itôs easy to get oriented, we have 
orientations scheduled in both the spring and fall ï refer to your Eventôs booklet. If you canôt 
make those dates, just call or e-mail me (Judy Cook at 780-929-9311 or 
jcook@kestrelresources.com ), and weôll set something up. 

mailto:jcook@kestrelresources.com


Page 7 GOFER T ALES -  SEPTEM BER 2009  

Membership  
From the desk of Mae Hadley, Membership Adviser 

 
National Registration Week :  

 

Takes place from Saturday, September 12 ï Sunday, September 20, 2009.  

 

National Registration Week is an opportunity to celebrate Guiding from coast to coast and to 
share all that Guiding has to offer with others. It is also a time to grow membership by registering 
girls and women for the next year of Guiding. 

 

Watch for national advertising during that time to assist us in the field.  Try to promote Guiding 
and registration in your divisions and districts during September with posters, notices in school 
newsletters and local papers, signs and word-of-mouth. 

 

You can register your registration event online or on the national events calendar on the national 
website at www.girlguides.ca in the MemberZone and click on National Registration Week. 

 

The National Registration Week Toolkit  resources can be found on the above website and 
include: 

¶ 5 steps to a successful registration event 

¶ tips for promoting your registration event 

¶ promotional materials that you can use and personalize 

application forms for new girls and adults 

 

You can invite our Gofer Guiding mascot to attend your registration event by contacting Annie 
Desautels at dadplace@shaw.ca with sufficient notice to make arrangements. 

 

 

Letôs see if we can really increase our membership numbers this year! 

http://www.girlguides.ca/
mailto:dadplace@shaw.ca

